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Forty years ago, the Coast Guard ship Blackthorn 
sank in Tampa Bay, taking 23 lives with it. 3a 
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State 
debate 
on guns 
evolves 


Two years after 
Parkland, there’s 
more process than 
protest at work. 


BY LAWRENCE MOWER 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

TALLAHASSEE — About 400 
parents and students in red 
shirts met and posed with law- 
makers, walked the halls of the 
Capitol and chanted “Back- 
ground checks!” outside. 

Since the 2018 Parkland shoot- 
ing, scenes like this one last week 
have become a familiar sight in 
Tallahassee. 

But one group of activists has 
been conspicuously absent from 
this year’s stage: the students 
whose action after the massa- 
cre at their school prompted 
the most significant gun control 
laws in Florida in a generation. 

Lawmakers are gearing up for 
another battle over guns this ses- 
sion, but this year is far different 
from two years ago. 

Students from Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School aremt 
hosting “die-ins” outside the 
House and Senate chambers. The 
governor isn’t pushing for it. And 
the National Rifle Association is 
hardly alone in resisting it. 

This year’s debate does some- 
thing rare for these parts: Pitting 
Republicans against Republicans 
on one of the most controversial 
topics of the day and during a 
high-profile election year, no less. 

Already, it’s turned nasty. 

Last week, Donald Trump Jr. 
accused Florida Senate President 
Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, of 
being a “stone cold RINO” — or 
Republican in name only — after 
the conservative website Briet- 
bart revived a 2018 Tampa Bay 
Times story that Galvano had 
received $200,000 from Every- 
town for Gun Safety, a gun con- 
trol advocacy group founded 
by former New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg. Everytown 
gave an additional $300,000 to 
Galvano a month later. 

“The last thing Florida Repub- 
licans need is a liberal, gun-grab- 
bing Bloomberg minion leading 
them in the state Senate,’ Trump 
Jr. said. 

And this week, the Republican 
Liberty Caucus of Florida, which 
See GUNS, 8A 
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Impeachment 


BOLTON'S BOO 


PATRICK SEMANSKY | Associated Press 
Pam Bondi, former Florida attorney general and a member of the White House legal team, arrives Monday at the Capitol 
in Washington. She argued that Democrats improperly tried to dismiss questions about corruption in Ukraine. 


The ex-adviser’s allegations appear to undercut arguments by 
the president's lawyers as pressure ramps up to call witnesses. 


national 
security 
adviser John 
Bolton 


AND LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senators 
faced mounting pressure Mon- 
day to summon John Bolton to tes- 
tify at President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial even as Trump’s 
lawyers brushed past extraordi- 
nary new allegations from Trump’s 
former national security adviser 
and focused instead on corrup- 
tion in Ukraine and historical argu- 
ments for acquittal. 

Outside the Senate chamber, 
Republicans grappled with claims 
in a forthcoming book from Bolton 
that Trump had wanted to with- 
hold military aid from Ukraine 
until it committed to helping with 


investigations into Democratic 
rival Joe Biden. That assertion 
could undercut a key defense argu- 
ment — that Trump never tied the 
suspension of security aid to politi- 
cal investigations. 

The revelation clouded White 
House hopes for a swift end to the 
impeachment trial, fueling Demo- 
cratic demands for witnesses and 
possibly pushing more Republi- 
can lawmakers to agree. It also 
distracted from hours of argu- 
ments from Trump’s lawyers, who 
declared anew that no witness has 
testified to direct knowledge that 
Trump’s delivery of aid was contin- 
gent on investigations into Demo- 
crats. Bolton appeared poised to 
say exactly that if called on by the 


Senate to appear. 

“We deal with transcript evi- 
dence, we deal with publicly avail- 
able information,” attorney Jay 
Sekulow said. “We do not deal with 
speculation.” 

Trump is charged with abus- 
ing his presidential power by ask- 
ing Ukraine's leader to help investi- 
gate Biden at the same Trump was 
ordering that millions of dollars in 
aid be withheld. A second charge 
accuses Trump of obstructing Con- 
gress in its investigation. 

Trump’s legal team on Monday 
launched a wide-ranging attack on 
the entire impeachment process. 
They said there was no basis to 
remove him from office, defended 
See IMPEACH, 10A 


What to know as coronavirus appears in U.S. 


Health experts stress the need to be vigilant for signs of infection from the cold-like but deadly respiratory illness. 


Canadian Press 
he first cases of the coro- 
navirus have been con- 
firmed in the United 
States and Canada, but 
how much of a threat is it? 

The World Health Organiza- 
tion stopped short of calling it 
a global health emergency last 
week. 

Nevertheless, experts stress 
the need to be vigilant and pre- 
pared for signs of infection. 
Here are key things to know: 


Whatis it? 

Coronaviruses are a large 
family of viruses that most 
often cause mild to moderate 
upper respiratory tract illnesses 
including the common cold, 
but they can also lead to severe 
diseases. Some coronaviruses 


spread between animals, some 
pass between animals and peo- 
ple, and others go from people 
to people. 

This new virus is different 
from the coronaviruses that 
cause Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome, or SARS, and Mid- 
dle East Respiratory Syndrome, 
or MERS. 

In the U.S., five people across 
five states have tested positive 
for the virus, with 73 possible 
cases still under investigation, 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said Monday. 
In Canada, a Toronto man has 
tested positive and officials are 
awaiting test results to see if his 
wife has the virus too. 


Whatare common symp- 
toms? 


This new virus has non-spe- 
cific symptoms including fever, 
cough and difficulty breathing. 

Typically, coronavirus infec- 
tions manifest as the common 
cold. Symptoms can include 
runny nose, headache, cough, 
sore throat and fever. Babies 
may contract gastrointestinal 
disease. 

Severe cases involve pneu- 
monia, kidney failure and even 
death. 


What should I doifI suspect 
infection? 

Consult your health care pro- 
vider as soon as possible if you 
are worried about symptoms or 
have traveled to a region where 
severe coronaviruses are known 
to occur. 

See CORONAVIRUS, 5A 


Chinatopix via the Associated Press 
Community health workers in Hangzhou, in eastern China’s 
Zhejiang Province, check the temperature of a person who 
returned from Hubei Province, the center of a virus outbreak. 


POLITIFACT Misinformation about the coronavirus has been spreading rapidly. Fact-checking the hoaxes and conspiracies. 5A 


House 
ignores 
Insulin 
costs 


The lifesaving drug’s 
cost for diabetic 
patients skyrockets, 
but gets no hearing. 


BY SAMANTHA J. GROSS 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

TALLAHASSEE — Sara Green 
was a young mother when a 
trip to the hospital ended with a 
Type 1 diabetes diagnosis for her 
3-year-old son, Joseph. She prac- 
ticed injecting an orange with a 
faux insulin needle, and told the 
nurse she couldn’t prick her child. 

“The nurse said, “If you don’t 
do it, your baby dies; ” she said. 
“Any mother would say, ‘Well, you 
have to do what you have to do’ ” 

Since then, Green, who lives 
outside of Tallahassee, has 
learned how far that promise 
could go. Her son, now 12, tests 
his blood sugar eight to 10 times 
a day. Her family has had to pur- 
chase expensive glucose moni- 
tors and insulin pumps that act 
as a “bionic pancreas” for Joseph. 

Type 1 diabetes is an autoim- 
mune disease in which the pan- 
creas produces little or no insu- 
lin. Insulin is what the body pro- 
duces to control blood sugar nat- 
urally. Treating diabetes requires 
taking insulin to manage blood 
sugar and avoid serious compli- 
cations. 

Maintaining the chronic dis- 
ease requires some of the most 
expensive treatments money can 
buy. 

The prices, set by three com- 
panies that make the drug, have 
ballooned over the years, driving 
patients and parents of children 
with diabetes to share devices 
and supplies with others in an 
underground network, reuse 
supplies and in severe cases, 
even ration doses. 

See INSULIN, 9A 


SHOOTING DEATH OF 
DOG AT GASPARILLA 
IS CAUGHT ON VIDEO 


The dog leaps at patrol horses 
along the parade route Saturday, 
just before a mounted deputy 
shoots it. Local, 4A 


That 45-story condo 
in St. Pete is still on 


The developer can now submit a 
building permit application with 
design and construction plans to 
the city. Business, 6A 


Some final resting 
spots in U.S. in peril 
Centuries-old graveyards face 
destruction from more intense 
storms, erosion and rising seas. 
Focus: The Environment, 7A 


Clouds Thin Out 
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